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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE — DARLING RANGE BY-ELECTION 

460. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to the over nine per cent swing against the Premier’s government in the Darling Range by-election. 

(1) Will the Premier concede that the voters of Darling Range are concerned about his attack on regional 
education, including the closure of Moora Residential College? 

(2) Will he now reverse his mean decision to close the only residential college between Perth and Geraldton? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I do know that there was a swing against the government on the weekend and I note the Liberal Party and 

the National Party are full of arrogance and hubris as a consequence. Obviously, fixing the Liberals’ and 
Nationals’ mess takes a lot of effort and work; they left us from when they were in government a huge 
legacy of debt and deficit that is difficult for us to deal with. I also note that around the wheatbelt there is 
a range of accommodation options for students in hostels that have a lot of space available. That will 
continue. We will seek to make sure that those students at the hostel at Moora have those opportunities 
to go to those other options. The Department of Education is working well with those families to ensure 
that that happens. But the idea that we are able to spend around $9 million on 25 students when there are 
other opportunities available is not something that any government would think is affordable in the current 
financial environment. 

I want to now turn to the issue that the Nationals WA will never say a word about, and that is those remote 
Aboriginal kids. The National Party does not care about them. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Absolutely, we do. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: No, you do not. Because you never say a word about them. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The only regional people you care about are the ones in the National Party electorates. You 
do not care about those remote Aboriginal kids out there who are having $100 million a year ripped out of their 
housing by the federal government. That says a lot about you that you never say a word about that. What that says 
to me is that they are out of sight and out of mind as far as you are concerned. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is what that says to me. 
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